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Synopsis

"This authoritative, comprehensive, and enthralling book describes and analyzes Napoleon’s most
powerful weapon&#8212;the Grande Arm&#233;e which at its peak numbered over a million

soldiers. Elting examines ever"
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Customer Reviews

Swords Around A Throne is undoubtedly the best book yet published on the organizational history
of the Grande Armee. Written by a recognized authority on the subject, who taught at West Point for
11 years of a 40 year Army career, it gives the reader, in concise, authoritative, and witty prose, the
story of Napoleon’s Grande Armee from its inception to its destruction and after. Col Elting covers
the Grande Armee from muzzle to buttplate.Every possible subject is covered, from its
commanders, all the combat arms and supporting services, strategy, tactics, and logistics, to such
seldom covered topics as marches, bivouacs, awards, horses, discipline, law and order, military
intelligence, and the Imperial General Staff. Based on thirty years of research, most of it from
primary sources, some not used before in English, it puts the end to many myths and
misconceptions (such as the Waterloo myths about the Imperial Guard), and enlightens the reader
as to what made up that terrible instrument of war, the Grande Armee. A companion volume to the
author’'s A Military History and Atlas of the Napoleonic Wars, it also stands alone as a work of
immense depth, accuracy, and profound insight.Background material is also provided in the early
chapters on the Royal Army of the Ancien Regime and the armies of the French Revolution.

Additionally, allies, foreign troops in French service, and the Grande Armee’s enemies are also



given separate chapters. The book is also highly anecdotal, being peppered with stories of
personages great and not so great. Keen insight into the character of the soldiers talked about is
thorough and uncanny. Generals, captains, and the man in the ranks are all quoted and talked
about throughout this engrossing study.
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